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in order to regain control of government and that Wilmington should not be viewed as existing i
a vacuum—it was part of a larger campaign to take over state government in 1898—Democratic 
Party strategists thrust the city into the spotlight as an example of Republican corruption and bad 
government because of the participation of African Americans in local politics.  The report will 
not answer the question of how many people died as a result of the violence.  Extant records and 
physical evidence cannot completely answer the question.  The report will challenge the claims 
of wholesale property seizure—no evidence was found to prove that whites seized black property
or forced blacks to sell at deflated prices right after the riot—unethical behavior by some whites 
in the years after the riot did not translate into city-wide property transitions.  Furthermore, the 
report has demonstrated that the violence and campaign impacted all aspects of African 
American life—churches, cultural celebrations such as Emancipation Day and Jonkonnu, 
business development, and schools. 
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